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SUBJECT: POPULAR POLITICAL TV PROGRAM "DIRECT CONTACT" 

ABRUPTLY TERMINATED 

1 . THE WIDELY-VIEWED PRIME-TIME TV PROGRAM, "DIRECT CONTACT", 
PRODUCED BY YOUNG PERUVIAN JOURNALISTS ALFREDO BARNECHEA AND 
PETER CANNOCK, HAS BEEN CANCELLED BY THE GOP-CONTROLLED CHANNEL 4 
ADTER 13 PROGRAMS AS "UNPROFITABLE." BEGUN ON OCT 9, THE SUNDAY 
DISCUSSION AND INTERVIEW PROGRAM FEATURED WIDELY- VIEWED DEBATES 
BETWEEN APRA'S TOWNSEND AND TTE PCP’S DEL PRADO, BETWEEN 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT (PDC) CORNEJO CHAVEZ AND FORMER LIMA MAYOR 
BEDOYA REYES (POPULAR CHRISTIAN PARTY), AS WELL AS INTERVIEWS OF 
FORMER PRESIDENT BELAUNDE, U.S. SENATOR GEORGE MCGOVERN, AND 

THE AMBASSADOR. 

2. DIRECT CONTACT, WITH ITS FRANK DEBATE AND TREATMENT OF 
CONTROVERSIAL THEMES, HAD COME TO REPRESENT THE PROMISE OF A NEW 
DEGREE OF POLITICAL OPENNESS IN PERU. IT WAS THE FIRST PROGRAM 

OF ITS TYPE TO BE SEEN IN ALMOST A DECADE AND WAS REPORTED TO 
HAVE ATTRACTED AN AUDIENCE OF ABOUT 1.5 MILLION IN THE LIMA 
CALLAO AREA. THE PROGRAM WAS NOT PRECENSORED, AND IN SOME CASES 
WAS BROADCAST LIVE. BOTH BARNECHEA AND CANNOCK ARE ASSOCIATED 
WITH ENRIQUE ZILERI'S WIDELY-READ BEWEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE 
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"CARETAS" AND CANNOCK IS AN ACTIVE SUPPORTER OF EX-PRESIDENT 
BELAIIN 

DE'S ACCION POPULAR PARTY. 

3. THE NEXT TO LAST PROGRAM (JAN 7) INCLUDED A SCATHING ATTACK 
ON THE GOP ECONOMIC POLICIES BY FORMER CENTRAL BANK OFFICIAL 
MANUEL MOREYRA LOREDO. THE LAST PROGRAM TO BE AIRED WAS 
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SCHEDULED TO APPEAR ON SUNDAY, JAN 15. IT FEATURED A 
PRERECORDED INTERVIEW TITH JAVIER DIEZ CANSECO, SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
NEWLY-FORMED EXTREME LEFT WING COALITION POPULAR DEMOCRATIC UNITY 
(UDP), WHO CRITICIZED INTERIOR MINISTER CISNEROS PERSONALLY FOR 
STRIKE-RELATED VIOLENCE IN CHIMBOTE. THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 
APPARENTLY HEARD OF DIEZ CANSECO'S APPEARANCE AND CONFISCATED THE 
VIDEOTAPE SHORTLY BEFORE THE PROGRAM WAS TO BE AIRED. BOTH DIEZ 
CANSECO AND BARNECHEA PUBLICLY PROTESTED THE GOP ACTION, AND THE 
PROGRAM WAS SHOWN WITHOUT ADVANCE PUBLICITY ON JAN 17. 

4. SHORTLY AFTER THE BELATED APPEARANCE OF THE 13TH PROGRAM, THE 
GOP-CONTROLLED PRESS ANNOUNCED THAT BARNECHEA S CONTRACT WITH 
THE STATE-CONTROLLED CHANNEL 4 HAD BEEN CANCELLED BECAUSE THE 
PROGRAM WAS "UNPROFITABLE." IN AN INTERVIEW IN THE JAN 30 
"CARETAS,” BARNECHEA AND CANNOCK REFUTE THE GOP'S ALLEGATION 
THAT THE PROGRAM WAS UNPROFITABLE, CITING THE HIGH VIEWER FIGURES 
ESTABLISHED BY INDEPENDENT RATING AGENCIES. ACCORDING TO THE 
"CARETAS" ARTICLE, INCOME FROM ADVERTISING DURING THE FIRST 8 
PROGRAMS ALONE WAS PROBABLY AT LEAST 4.3 MILLION SOLES 

(US 34,600) WHILE THE PRODUCERS RECEIVED ONLY S/550,000 IN FEES. 

5. COMMENT: THE CANCELLATION OF DIRECT CONTACT OFFERS A 
REMINDER THAT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION REMAI S RELATIVE IN PERU, 

WHERE THE DAILY PRESS, TV AND RADIO ARE CONTROLLED BY THE GOP'S 
OFICINA CENTRAL DE INFORMACIONES (OCI). THE GOP OBVIOUSLY 
REMAINS SENSITIVE TO CRITICISM OF ITS POLICIES AND FEARS THAT 
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SOCIAL UNREST MIGHT BE ENCOURAGED ESPECIALLY BY OPEN TV DEBATE. 

IT IS APPARENTLY WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE OF PUBLIC CYNICISM 
ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO FREE POLITICAL DEBATE TO 
ENSURE THAT SUCH CRITICISM REMAINS WITHIN BOUNDS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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